
SaskTel Pioneer Reach for the Stars Award 

Reading with Students 
For the past several years, Marie Kemmer has been organizing volunteers with the 
Bridge City Pioneers to read with students at a couple of schools in Saskatoon:  W.P. 
Bates and St. Mark School 

Summary of Project:   
 Approximately 7 years ago  the Bridge City Pioneers were approached by Care and 
Share to volunteer at 2 Saskatoon Schools:  W.P. Bates and St. Mark School.  The goal was to 
provide the schools with volunteers to work one on one with students in the lower grades to 
help improve their reading skills.  Last year was the final year that we had a volunteer 
working at W.P. Bates School, but we continue to have 4 volunteers working at St. Mark School 
with kindergarten to Grade 2 students.   

Project Tasks: 
 For the past several years, Marie Kemmer has organized volunteers to work at the 
school(s).  As the project evolved, the volunteers formed relationships with the teachers and 
arrangements for the upcoming school year would be formed with the volunteers and the 
teachers at the end of the school year.  The volunteers go to the school on a weekly basis for 
a morning of reading with the students.  Some of the younger students work on their letter 
and word recognition, while some of the older students work on their reading skills.  This is 
done on a ‘one on one’ basis, and is very rewarding for the volunteers and for most of the 
students.  The odd student doesn’t necessarily appreciate the individual focus and the work 
required to develop reading skills, but most are excited to spend the time and will ask if they 
can have a turn when  we show up. 

Partnerships: 
Care & Share was the organization that we started with, but this project has evolved 
to where it is the SaskTel Bridge City Pioneers & friends who volunteer with the 
students 

Project Success: 
This is a successful project in terms of offering support in the Education system in 
Saskatoon.  It is also a project that can easily be started up in any community, and 
especially in schools where there is little support otherwise. 

Media Mentions: 
I am not aware of any media mentions for this project. 

Pioneer Recognition: 
This past year our club provided a donation to St. Mark School to purchase new books 
for their reading program.  We will be placing labels inside of the books that will 
indicate they were donated by the SaskTel Pioneers. 



Project Completion Info 
This is an ongoing project for as long as we have interested volunteers.  The need 
within the schools will never end, so hopefully we can continue to provide volunteers 
to work with the students who need extra help with their reading skills.   
The volunteers are usually logging 3 hours per week plus travel time to the school. 
News of this project is spread by word of mouth and we have recently recruited a new 
SaskTel Pioneer who did not work at SaskTel. 

What could be improved? 
We could do a better job of letting retired Pioneers know about the opportunity to 
take part in this program - in our community and in others.  The need for volunteers to 
work with students can be very great in some schools and it is an easy project to start 
up anywhere.  

Additional Info 
The teachers who have volunteers working with them are very happy to have us.  We 
are thanked on a weekly basis for providing the assistance and it is so rewarding to see 
the children progress throughout the school year.   



 



  




